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At the heart of our work is the desire to open the doors 
of London’s outstanding theatre to young people who 

would otherwise consider them closed.

WE 
BELIEVE

passionately in the 
power of theatre  

to transform  
young lives

WE  
AIM

to engage young 
people through 

theatre and drama, 
using it creatively to 
educate, challenge 

and inspire

WE  
SERVE

young people primarily 
from across London, 
focussing on those 

who experience 
disadvantage – whether 

economic, social, or 
through a learning or 

sensory disability

Photos by Alex Rumford

We encouraged young people and families to access theatre, often 
for the first time, to take part in innovative education projects both 
in the classroom and the community and to engage creatively with 
theatre through our independent theatregoing clubs and an active 
Youth Forum.

A highlight of the year was the celebration of our 21st anniversary, 
culminating in a fantastic Gala where we filled the Prince of Wales 
Theatre with loyal supporters and generous donors as well as our 
beneficiaries – families and young people. All enjoyed a terrific 
show with performances from top West End casts and our Patrons 
performing thrilling musical solos and humorous duets. It was 
definitely a night to remember!

This year also marked the 20th anniversary of our signature family 
theatregoing programme, Family First Nights. We celebrated 
with a rousing evening at Five Guys Named Moe and then a ‘Gran 
Day Out’ at The Mousetrap. This special matinee was all about 
intergenerational theatregoing with grandparents taking their 
grandchildren and grandchildren taking their grandparents.

In addition to these events, we relaunched a new improved version 
of Mysterysolved, our playwriting project for Year 6 pupils; ran 
innovative skill development projects delivered by talented theatre 
professionals in the classroom; and offered Nextstage Inclusive, 
a programme that teaches employability skills through drama to 
special school students.

We can only do all of this with the invaluable support of our 
funders, individual donors and the theatre industry. With sincere 
thanks to them all, Mousetrap Theatre Projects had a very successful 
year. We are proud of our achievements, but particularly the 
difference we have made to the lives of so many young people.

Over the past year, Mousetrap Theatre Projects enabled 13,374 
disadvantaged young people and young people with special needs 
to attend theatre. 

Susan Whiddington Director

CHAIRMAN  
& DIRECTOR’S 

MESSAGE

Stephen Waley-Cohen Chairman
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TO THE THEATRE 
AND BEYOND!
Through our largest theatre access 
programme, Theatreopeners, 
we offered 4,347 students from 
mainstream schools an opportunity to 
see 20 shows over the course of the 
academic year. West End productions 
such as Everybody's Talking About 
Jamie, Mary Stuart and the Royal 
Ballet’s Giselle were just some of the 
amazing productions students saw.
Thanks to our pre-show Insight 
sessions for Twist, The Seagull, 
Othello, Fatherland, Aladdin and Brief 
Encounter, students explored key 
elements of these productions with 
the creative teams.

CREATIVE LEARNING 
FOR ALL
The Arts are currently under threat in 
schools due to budget cuts and the 
Department for Education’s priorities. 
We champion arts and creativity in 
schools by providing projects that 
bring in valuable expertise, support 
the curriculum and encourage 
students to pursue the arts through 
their school career and beyond.    

We gave over 500 students 
inspirational creative learning 
experiences, delivered by skilled 
drama practitioners and outstanding 
industry leaders. They worked directly 
with students on performance skills, 
playwriting, critiquing theatre and 
exploring the role of the Director.  

For example, to encourage KS3 

Students to select Drama for KS4 
we brought practitioners into the 
classroom to ignite their passion for 
the subject. At Trinity Catholic School 
(Redbridge) and Compton School 
(Barnet), experts delivered stage 
combat sessions.  Both groups then 
embarked on a theatre trip to see 
what they'd learned put into practice 
on stage. 35% of the Trinity Catholic 
School students had never seen a 
West End production before.

SCHOOLS

ENRICHING LIVES 
THROUGH DRAMA
We brought drama into alternative 
education settings, working with 
boys of African and Afro-Caribbean 
heritage at risk of exclusion and 
with girls in a mental health unit 
who had eating disorders.  Drama 
practitioners, including a drama 
therapist, led workshops to explore 
self-expression, empathy and  
mental health.   

Good quality theatre 
comes at a price but 

Mousetrap Theatre Projects 
makes it possible for more 
disadvantaged students to have 
the same opportunities as those 
who can afford it.”  
JESSICA JOYCE, EDUCATION CONSULTANT - 
CREATIVE ARTS

We gave students across London the chance to see world-class theatre for 
just £8 per ticket and learn from inspiring industry professionals. 

ACTIVITIES

It was great to work on an exciting project with 
other year groups. The Ferryman was amazing and 

now we know how to make stage fights realistic just 
like the last scene in the play!” 
STUDENT, TRINITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
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ACTIVITIES

FAMILIES FIRST,  
ALL YEAR ROUND
Family First Nights (FFN) is one 
of our core access programmes. 
The initiative supports families 
from disadvantaged backgrounds 
to attend the best of London's 
theatrical and cultural offerings. 

Families initially take part in our 
summer theatregoing scheme, 
which offers £6 tickets to top West 
End and children’s shows over the 
school holiday. We reach families 

that couldn’t otherwise go to the 
theatre by working in partnership 
with over 100 community and 
charitable organisations all over 
London. Many families tell us their 
first theatre trip was life-changing 
and sparked a family passion for 
theatregoing and participation in 
arts activities by their children. 

  
HERE’S TO 20 YEARS
2018 was the 20th anniversary 
of FFN and over 500 families 

Not only do we enrich young people’s lives 
through theatre, we also strive to bring the joy 
of the art form to their families.

FAMILIES

I love Mousetrap Theatre Projects for making  
so many extraordinary experiences possible.”

FFN PARENT

THEATREGOING 
CLUBS
Our theatregoing clubs offer young 
people aged 15-23 highly subsidised 
monthly theatre visits, ensuring the 
magic of the West End is never out 
of reach. We encourage younger 
teenagers to become independent 
theatregoers, and through recruitment 
in drama schools and FE drama 
courses, enable older students to see 
theatre whilst they are studying it.  

We also cater for young adults 
aged 24 to 29 with £15 tickets to 
support their continued theatregoing. 
Importantly, we ask them give back in 
return by fundraising and mentoring 
younger theatregoers.  

Some of the fantastic productions 
we offered to our club members 
this year included Harry Potter and 
the Cursed Child, 42nd Street and 
Imperium.

YOUTH FORUM
Our Youth Forum is a group of 20-30 
active young people who help us 
reach more young theatregoers and 
keep us connected with what young 
people need and want.  In return we 

From theatregoing clubs to careers events, we support the next 
generation of theatregoers and theatre-makers and engage young 
people with drama outside of school.

INSPIRING FUTURES

offer them training opportunities and 
support them to plan their own theatre 
events.  These include the Youth 
Leadership in the Arts Conference and 
the 7th annual Mousetrap Awards.

THE PATH TO AN 
ARTS CAREER
Our 2nd Youth Leadership in the Arts 
Conference, organised by our Youth 
Forum, took place at the Tristan Bates 
Theatre.  Attended by 78 young people, 
the event comprised a wide range 
of workshops and discussions with 
industry professionals. The busy day of 
training and networking was rounded 
off with a talk from Nica Burns, the 
producer and owner of Nimax Theatres.

Mousetrap Theatre Projects was 
also a key partner on Theatrecraft, a 
free theatre careers’ event for young 
people, aged 16 – 25. It featured 
workshops led by top professionals 
on a huge range of off-stage theatre 
careers and a marketplace hosting 35 
exhibitors offering theatregoing and 
apprenticeship opportunities. The 
event attracted approximately 750 
attendees with over 50% travelling 
from outside of London.

It was amazing to see the young carers on the 
day {of the performance}. I was in tears it was so 

emotional. A day of celebration and sharing all their 
different thoughts and imagination, a real confidence 
builder for them.”
ILFORD YOUNG CARERS SUPPORT WORKER

DRAMATIC IMPACT
Our community drama projects target 
youth groups serving young people who 
are highly disadvantaged. This year, we 
worked simultaneously over 6 weeks 
with 6 London groups of young carers, 
under-18s who care for a relative who is 
ill, disabled or misuses drugs or alcohol.

Common issues for young carers are 
low self-esteem, lack of confidence, 
difficulty in talking about themselves, 
extreme shyness, anxiety and 
susceptibility to depression.  Each group 
set 3 specific project objectives to help 
combat these problems. The workshops 
were sensitively designed to give them 
a fun, creative outlet which took them 
out of the carer role, to build their 
confidence and life skills and make new 
friends. All 6 groups then came together 
to perform their own devised pieces of 
theatre to each other and an enthusiastic 
audience of family members.  

We asked the support workers to  
score to what extent the project  
achieved the objectives they had set 
at the start; they gave the top score to 
almost all the objectives.    

We also ran SummerStage, our 
performing arts school of acting, music 
and movement workshops, culminating 
in a devised showcase for families and 
friends.  Week one was for young  
people with mild to moderate special 
needs, and week two was aimed at 
participants in our other projects to give 
them further opportunities to engage  
in the arts.  

participated. We offered them a 
choice of 32 shows, free family 
workshops, an art competition 
and free books for families 
attending the 5 children’s shows 
based on famous children’s 
literature. 

(You can read more about the 
special events we ran as part of 
the 20th anniversary on page 14.) 

We’ll now continue to send 
them special offers to theatre, 
opera, dance, concerts and other 
cultural events. Last year we 
offered 48 different opportunities 
to the 5,000 families we are 
currently in touch with.  

We strive to make FFN the 
best it can be and through our 
Family Forum, we meet with past 
participants and organisations to 
discuss new ideas that help refine 
the programme for the future.
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ACTIVITIES

Relaxed performances are the only way 
my daughter can access the theatre and I 

strongly believe every young person should have 
this opportunity.  Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart to Mousetrap for working so hard to ensure 
that these kind of shows become a reality.” 
PARENT ATTENDING THE LORAX

MAGICAL DAYS OUT 
We offered 5 action-packed theatre 
education days at Aladdin, The 
Little Match Girl and The Play That 
Goes Wrong for visually impaired 
and deaf and hard of hearing 
young people. Each day began 
with a drama workshop, exploring 
the production’s themes and 
characters, followed by a thrilling 
on-stage touch tour and cast ‘meet 
and greet’.  Each day culminated in 
attending the matinee performance, 
which was audio-described, BSL 
interpreted or captioned.

We made experiencing theatre a reality for 1,523 young people with 
special needs and disabilities through subsidised and supported 
theatre trips and bespoke drama projects.

SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS  
AND DISABILITIES

RELAX! IT’S  
THE LORAX
In November, 174 happy families 
made their way to The Old Vic for 
our sold-out Relaxed Performance 
of The Lorax. Nearly a third of the 
audience members were children 
with special needs. We made the 
cost of seeing the show affordable 
to these families, many of whom 
experience financial pressures caring 
for their SEND child, by subsiding 
the tickets to just £2.50 - £20 

Before the performance, we held 
two family workshops to introduce 

the young theatregoers to the weird 
and wonderful world of Dr Seuss.  

MORE THAN JUST A 
THEATRE VISIT
Our skilled drama practitioners 
delivered bespoke projects in eight 
special schools across London, 
designed to meet objectives set 
by the teachers, such as increased 
confidence, improved verbal and 
non-verbal communication skills 
and understanding emotions. 
One group from Springhallow 
School saw School of Rock as 
a stimulus for their week-long 
project. They were led on an 
experiential journey using musical 
instruments, visual and sound 
stimuli to explore the show's 
themes of inclusion, individuality 
and dreams. Students proudly 
shared what they'd learned with 
each other at the end of the week.

Samiya doesn’t 
have any language, 

she uses a tablet to 
communicate some of 
the time but for her to 
actually understand and 
get up… Then to evoke 
emotion was absolutely 
astounding…” 
TEACHER, LITTLE HEATH SCHOOL
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FEATURE

MYSTERYSOLVED
Mysterysolved is an award-winning playwriting project for Year 6 
primary school students, using the mystery genre to improve children's 
literacy, encourage imagination and inspire storytelling.

This year, our new Creative Learning 
Manager, Patrick O’Sullivan, added in new, 
imaginative elements to this long-running 
project to make it a richer, more immersive 
experience.  

The 683 children participating were first 
introduced to the project via a video from 
Christie Von Agatha, a stressed-out West End 
theatre manager. Von Agatha is in a bit of 
a pickle as she doesn’t have any new plays 
for her theatre! Can the children help her by 
writing London’s next top mystery play? 

Pupils embarked on a journey to devise 
their own play, through workshops led by 
actors in role and communications from 
Von Agatha throughout the project, such 
as secret letters, a package of mysterious 
objects and an invitation to see the 
legendary mystery play, The Mousetrap. 

The finale of the project saw the students 
from all 5 schools watching their plays 
performed by professional actors at  
St Martin's Theatre in the West End.  

I loved being able to come up with our own 
ideas and then write a play ourselves!”

STUDENT

It was a joy to observe what an inspiring 
cultural experience this was for pupils.”

NINA SPRIGGE, SANFORD AWARD JUDGE

IMPACT
Teachers gave excellent feedback on the 
project, giving high scores for the degree 
to which it improved the children’s interest 
and engagement with theatre (average score 
4.6/5), understanding of the mystery genre 
(4.8/5) and creative writing skills (4.6/5).  

The success of the theatre trip was 
evident during the interval when pupils 
showed huge excitement about guessing 
‘whodunnit?’.  At Reay Primary School, 80% 
of pupils said that it was their favourite 
school trip of the year. 

Creative writing in schools is usually 
undertaken alone, so the chance to write 
collaboratively was a hit with the children 
and the vast majority of teachers, who 
scored it as having significant positive 

impact on the children’s commitment to 
writing.  A further triumph for one teacher 
was seeing two autistic children acting out 
scenes on stage together at school.  

The showcase was a fitting climax and the 
pupils took real pride in seeing their work 
being performed. 

Due to Mysterysolved, we received our 
second Sandford Award for an Outstanding 
Contribution to Heritage Education.  

I absolutely loved seeing their faces light up 
as their line or character came alive on stage 

in front of them or they recognised their bit. They 
felt so proud of it and spent much of the bus journey 
home whispering all about how good it all was”
TEACHER
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21 YEARS, 21 
HIGHLIGHTS

They say that time flies when you’re having fun. Without getting too 
emotional, we revisit, remember and celebrate some of our favourite 
moments from Mousetrap Theatre Project’s 21-year history. 

1997H The Mousetrap 
Foundation opened 

its doors on 19th May with Susan 
Whiddington as the sole employee 
in the role of Director, housed in the 
understudy’s dressing room at the 
St Martin’s Theatre, home of Agatha 
Christie’s The Mousetrap.

2007H Changed our 
name to Mousetrap 

Theatre Projects. As part of a year-
long 10th anniversary celebrations, 
we offered two free all-student 
matinees: Billy Elliot the Musical and 
Wicked.  Launched Westend4£10 
for 19 – 23 year olds to encourage 
theatregoing at £10 a ticket.

2008H Piloted 
StageXchange, 

working directly in the 
community with youth clubs 
offering a theatre visit and a 
series of drama workshops. 
Began offering 90-minute Insight 
Sessions for Theatreopeners.  
Named ‘Charity of the Year’ by 
WhatsOnStage.

2009 H Hosted a 
free all-schools’ 

matinee of The Lion King 
for special school students.  
Launched StageBusiness to 
teach the ‘business of theatre’ 
– producing, marketing and 
budgeting. 

2010 H Launched the Youth 
Forum, a group of active 

young people who help us reach young 
theatregoers and run their own special 
events.  Piloted DesignTasters to teach 
students costume and set design

2012H Launched first-ever West 
End relaxed performance 

at Shrek the Musical.  Piloted Stageseen for 
hearing impaired young people, launched 
Nextstage to develop employability skills 
and offered Summerstage, our performing 
arts summer school. skills with youth group 
members and offered a 2-week performing 
arts school, Summerstage.

2011 H Launched Stagesong 
bringing lyricists and 

composers into classrooms to help music 
students compose their own mini-musicals.  
Created Key Schools Forum with teachers to 
advise us on our work.
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1998 H In March, we 
launched our 

first event – a free all-student 
performance of Art at Wyndham’s 
Theatre starring Albert Finney, 
Tom Courtney and Ken Stott 
followed by an after-show talk 
with all three cast members.

1999 H Family First Nights 
(FFN) was launched 

in association with Peabody Trust, 
which brought 125 families to  

7 West End musicals.

2000 H Piloted Envision, 
the only nation-wide 

programme for blind and partially 
sighted pupils to participate in a 
theatre education day, taking young 
people to Cats and An Inspector Calls.

2001H Launched two 
education projects: 

Crossing Curricula, enabling 
teachers to use a theatre visit and 
interdisciplinary workshops to 
explore classroom subjects and Play 
the Critic, providing students the 
skills needed to analyse and write a 
critical review of a play they chose 
to attend.

2002 H Celebrated the 
50th anniversary 

of The Mousetrap with a special 
performance attended by the Queen 
enabling us to enlist 38 first-ever 
individual donors.
H Launched C14£5 – See a Show for 
£5 (now known as Theatrelive4£5) 
which offers independent 
theatregoing for young people aged 
15 – 18 and includes a ‘behind the  
scenes’ event.

2003H Piloted Taking 
Your Part, using 

a play as a catalyst to explore 
citizenship issues.  Targeted outer 
London boroughs to attend theatre 
with free tickets.

2006 H Launched 
WriteThinking, 

engaging professional playwrights 
to mentor students to write 
their own short plays that were 
performed by professional actors 
and critiqued by writers and 
directors.

2004 H Launched  
The London Theatre 

Challenge with funding from the 
Department for Education and Skills, 
which enabled us to reach many 
more students across London as 
well as target special schools for the 
first time.

2005H Launched 
PowerPlay offering 

a theatre visit and drama workshops 
over a full term to students in Pupil 
Referral Units.  Piloted TechTaster, 
offering lighting and sound design 
skills to students and an intensive 
training workshop for their teachers.

2013 H Set up a ‘rep’ scheme 
in schools to recruit new 

theatregoers.  Commissioned a 10-year 
longitudinal study of FFN families.

2014 H Hosted a 2nd relaxed 
performance, this time 

at Mamma Mia!  Launched Actout 
and Telling the Tale  in schools and 
recruited a Youth Forum member to sit 
on our Board of Trustees

2015 H Piloted StageSeen 
Scripted, a playwriting 

project for deaf and hard of hearing 
young people and Directit to teach 
directing skills to drama students. 
Hosted our first all-family performance 
of The Scottsboro Boys for Family First 
Nights families.  

2016 H Hosted a sold-out 
relaxed performance of 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and 
expanded our Envision programme 
to include families who participate 
in drama workshops and attend the 
audio-described performances.

2017H Held first  
Youth Leadership 

in the Arts Conference, 
developed and run by our  
Youth Forum, bringing together 
young arts leaders for a 
day of training, workshops 
and networking.  Launched 
Theatrescene4£15 for 24 – 29 
year olds offering £15 tickets.  
Launched Skillup to bolster 
students’ interest in selecting 
Drama at GCSE.

2018 H Celebrated our 21st anniversary with a fantastic Gala, filling the 
Prince of Wales Theatre with loyal supporters and our beneficiaries 

of families and young people.  Offered two all-family performances to  
celebrate 20 years of FFN and launched Nextstage Inclusive.
H Named What’sOnStage Charity of the Year a second time.
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FEATURE

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS  
OF FAMILY FIRST NIGHTS!
FFN brings families closer together through family theatre visits at 
prices they can afford.  To celebrate 20 years of family theatregoing, 
we invited members to two fantastic all-FFN family performances.

A 'GRAN DAY OUT'
On a summer’s day 
in August, we also 
celebrated the 20th 
Anniversary in style 
at the West End’s 
longest running play, 
The Mousetrap. FFN 
grandparents were 
invited to bring their 
grandchildren to this 
‘whodunnit’ and our 
young theatregoing club 
members were asked to 
take their grandparents, 
with tickets at £5 & £10.   
A special day was created 
for all with face painting, 
balloons, badges, quizzes, special guests and ice creams for only £1! 
Over 100 families filled the St Martin’s Theatre, including seven 
families affected by the Grenfell tragedy.

[My father in law] felt very special and 
enjoyed having the experience with his 

grandchildren to talk about hopefully for many 
more years to come." 
PARENT

Mousetrap provides the opportunity for us to go the 
theatre together as a family. We can enjoy top quality 

performances which stimulate conversation long after the 
performance has finished, bringing us together as a family in 
many different ways. It also enables us to feel a part of a cultural 
landscape, which otherwise would be closed to us."
PARENT

FIVE GUYS  
NAMED MOE
On a cold November night, we created 
a warm buzz at the Marble Arch Theatre 
where 172 FFN families attended the 
all-singing and all-dancing musical, 
Five Guys Named Moe with tickets at 
£5 & £10.  Families loved this fun show 
and took part in a very long conga line 
of family members dancing across the 
stage and into the auditorium. There 
were lots of photo opportunities too, as 
cast members stayed behind to meet the 
families after the show.
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Two small groups from New Rush School and Glebe 
School - each with differing levels of special needs 
– worked with practitioners over 10 eye-opening 
drama sessions. The aims were to improve teamwork, 
confidence and emotional resilience and reduce anxiety 
over transitioning to FE College and the adult world. 

We also offered the valuable opportunity for the 
students to visit a professional workplace. One group 

visited theatre marketing company, AKA, and learned 
about the day-to-day duties of the employees, rounding 
off with a theatre visit to School of Rock.  The other 
group embarked on a tour of the Apollo Victoria and 
talked to front of house staff about what it takes to work 
in a theatre.  After a communications workshop on first 
impressions and public speaking, they concluded their 
day with a theatre visit to Wicked.

IMPACT
At New Rush School, the teacher said the 
project was very successful in empowering 
the students to think differently about 
transition and feel more confident in 
expressing their emotions and opinions.  
Some boys interested in IT/web development 
careers found it enlightening to speak to IT 
support professionals at AKA and discover 
a completely different kind of work 
environment that needs computer skills.

At Glebe School, the teacher  
reported significantly improved teamwork, 
achieved by encouraging respect of others’ 
ideas and increasing empathy. She saw 
increased confidence about moving into 
the adult world, reporting that the project 
instilled the idea that things will change 
and that it made this change feel more 
‘present and real’. This gave the teacher 
something to build on in follow up work 
with her group.      

NEXTSTAGE INCLUSIVE
Delivered through drama workshops focusing on personal and 
employability skills, Nextstage Inclusive supports young people with 
learning difficulties to think positively about their futures. 

Being able to talk about themselves, their lives and voice 
their opinions with each other has made it easier for them 

to co-exist after sharing a part of themselves with the others.” 
TEACHER

Probably the best I ever 
heard G express something 

- because he spoke so well he 
encouraged others to speak. It's 
the first time I’ve ever heard him 
talk about other people while 
showing that empathy.” 
TEACHER

FEATURE
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INTERVIEW WITH OUR PATRON 

CLIVE ROWE
Our work wouldn't be nearly as well-known, 
celebrated or fun without the support of our 22 
dedicated Patrons.  We recently sat down for a chat 
with award-winning actor Clive Rowe, who spoke 
about the beginnings of his career, the importance of 
theatre and why he devotes his time to being a Patron 
of Mousetrap Theatre Projects.

On Sunday 18th of March at the Prince of Wales 
Theatre, we dusted off our frocks and polished our 
shoes for a truly spectacular evening celebrating  
21 years of Mousetrap Theatre Projects.

FEATURE FEATURE

Q How long have you been a Patron at 
Mousetrap Theatre Projects?

Oh gosh! It must be about 12 years now.

Q Why did you get involved with 
Mousetrap Theatre Projects?

I just feel that theatre has just been so fantastic 
and amazing to me throughout my career. I 
come from an underprivileged background 
and I kind of stumbled into the industry, and I 
think of Mousetrap Theatre Projects as a way 
of not having to stumble; it's a way to find a 
direct and open door into something you may 
not have known about before. I’m a part of it 
because I can see the worth of it.

Q What got you into performing?  
Was it a particular show or moment 

you had at the theatre?
I used to do drama at school and then I was 
taken to my first amateur pantomime when 
I was about 12.  I worked backstage and I 
really enjoyed it! Then a friend took me to a 
theatre called Playhouse 2 in Oldham. They 
were doing a production of Absurd Person 
Singular and I remember peeking from the 
wings, seeing people on stage and listening 
to the laughter and thinking that this is my 
environment.

Q What would you say to someone 
young who's trying to break into the 

industry?
Be persistent; don't give up too easily; pursue 
the dream. Write lots of letters and go to 

your local theatre, go to the stage door and 
tell them you really want to be a part of it.  If 
there's anybody there of any worth, they'll 
put you through to the right person. There’s a 
lot of people who may tell you no, but you’re 
looking for that one person who says yes.  

A lot of these doorways open through 
Mousetrap Theatre Projects too.  It’s 
astounding what they do; they're creating the 
Peter Halls and Laurence Oliviers of tomorrow. 
There will be people in the future, and I say 
this without any hesitation, that are the leading 
lights in theatre and education. People will ask 
how they began and they will say ‘Mousetrap 
Theatre Projects’ - that is the future of people 
who come through the charity. 

Q What things have you been involved 
in with MTP over the years? Have 

there been any highlights?
I've spoken to plenty of young people at a 
variety of Mousetrap events, at after-show talks 
or at the Mousetrap Awards.  I’ve also done 
a lot of Galas, including one for the Grocers' 
Charity. One of my favourites was when I got 
onto the trading floor for the ICAP Charity 
Day. It’s a massive charity drive and Mousetrap 
was one of the beneficiaries of the day.

Q Favourite role you've undertaken?
Oh my goodness I’ve had so many!  

The obvious one is Nicely-Nicely Johnson 
from Guys and Dolls and Harry in Sondheim’s 
Company.

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER

Our 21st Anniversary Gala brought together 
the crème de la crème of Theatreland, 
including cast performances from 
Dreamgirls, Mamma Mia!, Kiss Me Kate, a 
solo from the Royal Ballet and two choristers 
from The Lion King.  We also had melting 
solo performances from Tyrone Huntley, 
Samantha Spiro, Rachel Tucker, Michael 
Xavier and young Beau Dermott. Certainly 
a highlight was a very funny sketch about 
auditioning for The Mousetrap with Patrons 
David Suchet and Patricia Hodge.

There were moments of contemplation 
too. Audience members were shown four 
short films about our work and charity 
Patrons Sam West, Alison Steadman,  
Janie Dee and Clive Rowe read letters 
and emails received from young people, 

teachers and families.
We continued the celebrations at Café 

de Paris, with the IDMC Gospel Choir 
welcoming guests as they arrived and then 
a brilliant cabaret with Janie Dee and Clive 
Rowe who brought the house down with 
their performances.

FUN-DRAISING!
Aside from pre-gala ticket sales, there 
were plenty of opportunities to raise 
money for Mousetrap Theatre Projects 
throughout the night.

We held a ‘lucky dip’ for fantastic West 
End theatre tickets and a live and silent 
auction. A big thank you to our sponsors 
Capco, The Hippodrome Casino, Israel, 
Gordon & Co. Ltd Insurance Brokers, 
Zurich, Joe Allen and Savills.

Through ticket sales, auction prizes,  
the lucky dip, sponsorship and donations, 
we raised £175,000 and gained many  
new supporters. 
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PROGRAMME SUPPORTERS
Aviva Community Fund
Boomerang 
Brown Rudnick Charitable 
   Foundation Corp.
Capco
Derwent London
The D'Oyly Carte Charitable Trust
The Fagus Anstruther  
   Memorial Trust
The Hippodrome Casino
The Holbeck Charitable Trust
Israel, Gordon & Co. Ltd  
   Insurance Brokers
Jacada Travel
Joe Allen
John Horniman's Children's Trust
Kindergifts
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation

The Mackintosh Foundation
The Metropolitan Grand Lodge of 
   London Freemasons
Mischief Theatre
Morrisons
The Noël Coward Foundation
The Priory Lodge School
Raise Your Hands
RELX Group
Savills
Shake Shack
Sheila and Denis Cohen  
   Charitable Trust
The Sobell Foundation
Waitrose
White Light Ltd
Zurich

THANK YOU

We appreciate the generosity of everyone who supported      us in 2017-18. We couldn’t have done all this without you!

PRINCIPAL PARTNER
Society of London Theatre through 

   the Theatre Development Trust

MAJOR SUPPORTERS
Agatha Christie's The Mousetrap

Colwinston Charitable Trust
Elizabeth & Roderick Jack

Lehman Brothers Foundation Europe
Orbit Housing: The Better Days Fund

Ovingdean Hall Foundation
St Martin's Theatre

The Childhood Trust
The Grocers' Company

The Peter Stebbings  
   Memorial Charity

The Wates Foundation

CLASS GUARDIANS
Michelle & Adam Cedar
Sarah & Philippe Chappatte
Catherine Comerford
Fiona Cramb & Nick Green
Liz & Simon Dingemans
Catherine & Edward Faulks
The Hon William & Lori Gibson
Raymond Gubbay CBE
Lady Hannah Lowy Mitchell
Michael & Alison Lurie
Rick & Jane Medlock
Lisa Osofsky & Marc Wasserman
Simon & Midge Palley
Julie & Jonathan Punter
Nicola & James Reed 
Joanna Richards
David Rodgers
Harold Sanditen & 
   Thanasis Kalantzis
Jane Spack
Robert & Ann Marie Starr
Alexandra Taylor
The Ulrich Family
George & Patti White

FAMILY GUARDIANS
Neville & Nicola Abraham
Stacey Anderson
Tony Barber
Nina Barrengos & David McGowan
Tim & Clare Bennett
Louise & Vin Bhattacharjee
Simon Briggs
Toby Brown
Peter Bryans
Alan & Clare Chalmers
Kathleen Crook & James Penturn

Paul Elliott
Mary Fulton & Barry Turner
Paul Greaves
Emmanuel & Virginie Gueroult
John Hyatt
Portia Kamons
Alan Leibowitz & Barbara Weiss
Tony Leifer
Katherine Letsinger
Larry & Peggy Levy
Beverley Lewis
Maggie & Bruce Macfarlane
Christopher & Tara Macleod
Charles & Alex Manners
Jeremy Miles
Carole & Pedro Neuhaus
Nigel Purse
Myrto & Christian Rochat
The Michael and Nicola Sacher 
   Charitable Trust
Catherine Shimmin
Stephanie Shimmin
Jonathan Silver
Christopher & Rebecca Tabor
Mike & Pamela Thompson
Hannah Tsatsonis
Robert Waley-Cohen
Henrik & Marika Wareborn

STUDENT GUARDIANS
Elsiedale Armstrong
Mr James & Lady Emma Barnard
Angela Bell
Faye Brann
David Brownlee
Andrew Burn
Amanda Burton
Mary Ellen Cetra & John Collett

Jonathan Cohen
Ashley Dartnell & Bruce Steinberg
Robert Davis MBE DL
Thomas Dearnley-Davison
Doris Dewey
Henry & Sue Dixon
Victoria Flint & Jagdev Panesar
Lisa Forrell & Marcel Berlins
Tibor Gold MBE
Stephen Hallam
Susan Hampshire & Sir Eddie 
   Kulukundis
Ashley Herman
Andrew Hine
Andrew Hochhauser
Gay Huey Evans
Kristen & Bill Kennish
Mrs Lesley King-Lewis 
Antony Lamplough
Ray Matlofsky
Katherine Neckenauer
Cecilia Nwobi-Jokisch
Elizabeth Philipps
Jonathan Post
Stephen Rich
Rollo
Amanda & Paul Salmon
Nigel & Jackie Sanctuary
Carolyn Saunders
Douglas & Helen Shaw
Lara Waterfield
West & South West London  
   Equity Branch

A special thank you to all of our 
wonderful supporters who attended 
our 21st Anniversary Gala and 
bought auction prizes.

GUARDIAN ANGELS
Helen Calcraft

YOUTH GROUP GUARDIANS
Heather Acton & Peter Williams
Richard & Sarah Buxton
Chris de Pury
The John Horseman Trust
Helen Lowe
The Ruddock Foundation for the Arts
Beatrice & Christian Schlumberger

SPECIAL NEEDS SCHOOL 
GUARDIANS
Fiona & Paul Cartwright
Georgina & Bernard David
Nicolette & Paul Kirkby 
Linda & David Lakhdhir
Phyllida Lloyd
Charles Whiddington
Stephen & Laura Zimmerman

SCHOOL GUARDIANS
Roger Allam & Rebecca Saire
Carlo & Kelly Barel di Sant Albano 
Michèle & Colin Burrows 
Lady Susan Chinn
Judy Craymer MBE
Friends of Bicknacre Show
Susan Gibson & Mark Bergman
Jayne & Hans Hufschmid
Rosie & Richard Hytner
Johansson Family Foundation
Melanie Johnson
Lyndsey Posner
Jonathan Sayer
Andrea & Peter Sullivan
Sir Stephen Waley-Cohen And a number of Theatre Guardians who wish to remain anonymous

THEATRE 
GUARDIANS

Also a huge thank you to the theatre producers and theatres         across London who heavily subsidise the cost of theatre tickets

And a number of grant-makers who wish to remain anonymous
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Total Expenditure £943,993
Charitable project activity 72%
Fundraising 24%
Studio 3%
Governance 1%

CHARITABLE PROJECT  
ACTIVITY BREAKDOWN

WHERE OUR FUNDS CAME FROM

HOW WE SPENT THEM

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

Total Income £1,031,223
Grant making trusts 29%
Fundraising events 24% 
Project & theatre ticket fees 15%
Corporate (incl. foundations) 14%
Individual donors & Gift Aid 12%
Community fundraising & other 3%
Studio rental 3%

Youth engagement

10% 20% 30% 40%

Mainstream school students

Young people and their families

Our full accounts are available on the Charity Commission website.

       % of beneficiaries       % of total spend

 Unrestricted Restricted Total Fund 2018 

Total Income £722,501 £308,722 £1,031,223 

Total Expenditure £611,167 £332,826 £943,993 

Net movement in funds £111,334 -£24,104 £87,230 

Balances carried forward  £316,762 £104,319 £421,081 
at 31 August 2017

Balances carried forward £428,096 £80,215 £508,311  
at 31 August 2018

Students in Special Needs education

* Engaging in MTP projects without the 
involvement of teachers or parents

TRUSTEES 
& STAFF

TRUSTEES
Sir Stephen Waley-Cohen Bt. (Chair)
Sir William Atkinson
Robert Davis MBE DL 
Mary Hammond
Ashley Herman
Rosie Hytner
Fawn James
Phyllida Lloyd CBE
Sarah Richardson
Jonathan Sayer
Andrea Sullivan
Christopher Tabor
Youth representative: Bryony Relf

HONORARY  
VICE-PRESIDENTS
Chris de Pury
Raymond Gubbay CBE
Mathew Prichard CBE
Lady Jill Shaw Ruddock CBE 
Edward Snape 
Lord Willoughby de Broke

STAFF 

Susan Whiddington, 
Director 

Gayle Bryans,  
Deputy Director

Ellie Shore,  
Audience Development 
Manager

Patrick O’Sullivan, 
Creative Learning 
Manager

Tracy Burke,  
General Manager

June Basham, 
Bookkeeper

Jo Pelly, Special Needs 
Programme Manager

Elaine Grant,  
Head of Access 
Programmes

Gemma Bell,  
Youth Engagement 
Manager

Emily Sancturary, 
Development Manager

Dulcie Ball, 
Communications and 
Marketing Consultant

FACTS & 
FIGURES
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Mousetrap Theatre Projects
33 Shaftesbury Avenue
London, W1D 7EH

Telephone: 0207 632 4111
info@mousetrap.org.uk
www.mousetrap.org.uk

PRINCIPAL 
PARTNER

Registered Charity No. 1053434

Company No. 3162429


